From the President

Mot du prési

By Rod Snow

ast fall, T attended a lecture at the Inner
Temple in London, where the speaker
asked rhetorically: “Where does justice
rank in the hierarchy of human needs?”

Up there with peace and liberty, I thought.

But the question stayed with me, so I googled
“hierarchy of human needs,” which led me to
the theories of Abraham Maslow, the 20th-cen-
tury psychologist.

According to Maslow’s theory of motivation,
people are driven by needs left unsatisfied. He
created a hierarchy of human needs, typically
portrayed in the shape of a pyramid, with the
largest and most fundamental ones at the bot-
tom. Here we find basic physiological needs —
food and water — which must be satisfied be-
fore anything else. In the middle there are so-
cial needs — esteem, friendship and love. At the
top of the pyramid you’ll find fulfillment of
one’s personal potential.

But the pyramid includes no explicit reference
to justice. Although Maslow does rank safety
— including security of environment, employ-
ment, health, and property — as being close to
fundamental. It’s also where I would fit justice.

Without justice, how can we feel safe and se-
cure? Justice protects our families, jobs and
homes. It is the foundation of a just society. But
it only protects those citizens who can access it.

Where does justice rank?

Not high enough for our governments, as cutbacks
increasingly put access to justice out of reach.

In renewing our approach to access to justice,
last year, the CBA commissioned Melina Buck-
ley, LL.B., Ph.D., who delivered a report on in-
novative approaches for delivering legal aid
(www.cba.org/CBA/Advocacyllegalaid)).

Dr. Buckley reviewed several surveys from
around the world. They all found that a major-
ity of people experience one or more justiciable
problems that “make their day-to-day lives
somewhat to extremely difficult.”

But years of cutbacks have left Canada’s legal
aid system in crisis. We are not alone, as Na-
tional’s series on legal aid funding challenges
around the world shows. As governments slash
budgets, legal aid spending has lost out to
health care and education. But society bears the
scars of these cuts: They cause serious economic
and health consequences, social exclusion,
poverty, as well as a palpable loss of confidence
in the law and the justice system.

Fortunately, Dr. Buckley’s report offers some
refreshing insights on new policy ideas that are
under consideration in different jurisdictions. It
also offers some suggestions that CBA hopes to
advance in its efforts to improve access to justice.
It may even help you decide where you think jus-
tice ranks in the hierarchy of human needs. N

Send your comments to chapres@cha.org.

Quelle importance la justice?
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Pour trop de gens, I'aide juridique est hors de portée.

uel est le rang de la justice
(( Qdans la hiérarchie des besoins
humains? »

C'était la question rhétorique d'un con-
férencier que j'ai écouté parlé durant mon
voyage a Londres I'automne dernier.

La question est restée avec moi alors j'ai
fait quelques recherches avant de tomber sur
les théories d’Abraham Maslow, un psycho-
logue du 20¢ siecle, qui a schématisé une
pyramide de sa hiérarchie des besoins hu-
mains. A la base de la pyramide figurent les
nécessités les plus vitales, soit les besoins
physiologiques en eau et nourriture. Les be-
soins sociaux — estime, amitié et amour — se
trouvent au milieu. A son sommet tréne la
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réalisation de son potentiel humain.

La référence a la justice n'apparait nulle
part, méme si la sécurité est jugée plutot fon-
damentale. Personnellement, j'ajouterais la
justice a cette catégorie.

Sans justice, comment se sentir en sécu-
rité? La justice protege les familles, les em-
plois et les foyers. Mais seuls les citoyens qui
y ont acces sont protégés.

Je vous invite d'ailleurs a consulter le rap-
port du Dr. Melina Buckley, qui a été manda-
tée I'an dernier par I’ABC pour préparer un
rapport sur l'accés a la justice (www.cba.org/
CBA/Advocacyllegalaid/).

Dr Buckley a passé en revue plusieurs en-
quétes a I'échelle mondiale qui signalent
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toutes que la majorité des individus expéri-
mentent des problémes juridiques qui « ren-
dent leur vie quotidienne plutét pénible,
voire extrémement difficile. »

Des années de compressions budgétaires
ont rendu le systéeme d'aide juridique cana-
dien en crise. Résultat? Des problémes éco-
nomiques et de santé entrainant I'exclusion
sociale, ainsi que la perte de confiance a
I"égard du systéme judiciaire.

Fort heureusement, le rapport présente
aussi des perspectives encourageantes sur de
nouvelles politiques et de nouveaux modeles
possibles pour redorer le blason de la justice. N

Commentaires? chapres@cba.org.
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